Budget Vocabulary Matrix

Building Background Reading

What it is:
The Budget Vocabulary Matrix is a strategy in which students are
provided with a continuous focus on vocabulary, especially for units in
which knowledge of vocabulary is critical for reading comprehension.
The matrix can be used as a pre-reading activity for a text or unit or
as a year-long process for studying vocabulary in an English Language
Development course.

In this sequence, Budget Vocabulary Matrix will be used as a pre-
reading activity to help students build background before reading the
text.

How to teach it:

e Organize students into pairs.

e Place a transparency of the Budget Vocabulary Matrix
organizer on an overhead projector.

e Next, present to students the target vocabulary provided in the
Word section.

e Model reading the definition of the first word and restate the
definition in your own words.

e On the whiteboard or an overhead projector, demonstrate for
students how to transform your oral definition into a written
definition for the Definition section on the organizer.

e Model identifying Related Words for the first word. Remind
students that words might be synonyms or antonyms, or related
by meaning or word part.

e Show students how to create a sentence for the first word. The
Sentence section should be used as an opportunity for students
to create their own sentences to show an understanding of the
word meaning.

e Model how to draw a visual for the first word. This visual can be
On-the-Surface (factual, who, what, where, when) or Under-the-
Surface (inferential, speculative). The Visual section provides an
opportunity for students to show understanding of the word in a
non-linguistic manner.
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Budget Vocabulary Matrix

Building Background Reading

continued

e Provide students with a definition for the second word. As a class,
read the definition and discuss the meaning of the word.

e Have the pairs discuss the meaning of the word.

e (Conceal the definition and have students write the definition they
created in their own words, in the box provided on their organiz-
ers. If students are having difficulty, they may copy the definition
from the transparency on the overhead projector.

e Repeat this process for the rest of the words.

e Once students have written definitions for each word, ask the
pairs to complete the Related Words, Sentence, and Visual boxes
for each word.
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Budsget Vocabulary Matrix

Reading

Building Background

Baseball and Football: A Closer Look
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